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The Diminished Scale

One octave Diminished scale fingerings can be played in
many positions. A one octave fingering solution is presented
for each finger starting on string @) and (3.

SCANLE

The Diminished scale consists of the following intervals
(based on a major scale) Root, 2, b3, 4, b5, b6, bb7, b8 and
octave.

To help explore improvising using this scale you can use the play-along
companion CD from the book QUICKSTART Chord Progressions for
Lead Guitar.
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1 Finger 1, String @ Alternate

@ One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 1, string @

@ e 0 O

C )

@ . ‘ @ Root Fret

cﬁ—a G#/AP 1
A 2

c b d \—> A#/BP 3
B 4

® O 5
C#/DP 6

00 D 7

c D#/EP 8
E 9

: i 10| s
F#/GP 11 one
G 12 octave

c > G#/Ab 13 < higher

()

Finger 1 3 4 1 2 4 1 3 4
e |
N I 1 ﬁ I
g—

-
| ~4 b 2 (o]
/ J T O
Q
O
=7 Q
O

Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave
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Finger 2, $tring @ Alternate

One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 2, string @ @

@
C )
©0 O ® Root  Fret

. — G#/AP 1 <
O A 2
a \— A#/BP 3
\_) B 4
® | o 5
C#/DP 6
000 D 7
c ) D#/EP 8
E 9 }
m
) e " e
one
G 12 octave
S ’ G#/Ab 13 < higher

* This fingering introduces a slide of the 1st finger.

3]

r
| ~4 b 2 o
o 1 O
‘ Fad Q
18] (]

N 5 7 8
C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
Root 2 3 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave
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2 Finger 3, String @ Alternate

@ One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 3, string @

@
C )
@ . ‘ @ Root Fret

9 — G#/AP 1 <
O A p)
d \— A#/BP 3
B 4
o o\ 2 :
T : C#/DP 6
00 D 7
c ) D#/EP 8
E 9
Same
c ) F b 10 scale
F#/G 11 one
G 12 octave
c > G#/Ab 13 < higher

C

* This fingering introduces a pass to the 2nd finger.

[3)]

=
| ~4 e 2 (o]
o 1 O
‘ Fad Q
18] ©

C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
00 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave
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Finger 4, $tring @ Basic

One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 4, string @ @

@ ‘ . @ Root Fret

9 —p G#/AP 1 -
@) A 2
c \— A#/Bb 3
\_) B 4
e o\ .. 5
C#/DP 6
00 D 7
S ) D#/EP 8
E 9 }
m
) e " e
one
G 12 octave
S ’ G#/AP 13 < higher

C

* This fingering introduces a pass to the 2nd finger.

Finger 41 3 @ 4 1 2 © 4 1 . 3 : 4
9 : : é é é R :
@ — : : : : —W I
=| :
i 5 6 8 > ? 8 I
N 5 7 8
C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
Root 2 3 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave
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Finger 1, String 3 Basic

@ One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 1, string ©

@ 3® @ O
C )
@ @ Root Fret
Y1 C#/DP 1 <
‘ . D 2
c , D#/EP 3
E 4
0 F 5
’ F#/GP 6
G 7
G#/AP 8
A 9
A#/BP 10 Same
B 11 scale
one
C 12 octave
C#/DP 13 < higher

* This fingering introduces a pass to the 2nd finger.

Finger 1 @ 3 @ 4 1 . 2 © 4 1 . 3. 4
) S S S T S SN
f——— — — Wp— — |
G . J
‘ 47 4 A 40 13 15 16 I
an an ar LIE®J ™ LA*J
‘. T4 | e TJ
C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
Root 2 3 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave

Not all keys are possible on all ukuleles
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Finger 2, String (3 Alternate

One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 2, string ® @

@ @ Root Fret

C#/Db
D
D#/EP
E

F
F#/Gb
G
G#/AP
A
A#/BP 10 Same
scale
B 11 one
C 12 octave

C#/DP 13 <— higher

!

©CoOo~NOOOTPA~rWN =

* This fingering introduces a slide of the 1st finger.

*

Finger 24 - 34 4 2 1 42 : 4: 1 1 3 : 34
,_9 . : . : : :
A ; 1 I
| T
G —

40 4 40

o o 1o
. 49 44 40
o T 1O

C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
2 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave

Not all keys are possible on all ukuleles
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Finger 3, String (3 Basic

@ One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 3, string ©

@ 3® @ O
C )
©® ® Root Fret
Y1 C#/DP 1 <
T X ) D 2
c , D#/EP 3
E 4
o0 F 5
’ F#/GP 6
G 7
G#/AP 8
A 9
A#/BP 10 Same
B 11 scale
one
C 12 octave
C#/DP 13 < higher

. .
Finger 1 3 ¢ 4 1 2 4 1 3 4
9
A ; 11 I
| T
¢—2
‘ 47 4 A 40 13 15 16 I
an an ar LIE®J ™ LA*J
‘. T4 | e TJ
C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
Root 2 3 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave

Not all keys are possible on all ukuleles
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Finger 4, String @ Alternate

One octave C Diminished scale starting on finger 4, string ® @

@ 3® @ O
C )
©® ® Root Fret
Y1 C#/DP 1 <
T X ) D 2
c , D#/EP 3
E 4
o0 F 5
’ F#/GP 6
G 7
G#/AP 8
A 9
A#/BP 10 Same
B 11 scale
one
C 12 octave
C#/DP 13 < higher

. .
Finger 1 3 ¢ 4 1 2 4 1 3 4
,_9 L
A ; I
|
¢ —
;. 49 4 A 10 13 15 16 I
an ar o ™ LA *J
N I o

C D Eb F Gb Ab Bbb Cb C
2 4 b5 b6 bb7 b8 Octave

Not all keys are possible on all ukuleles
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One Octave Scale

Dininirhed Slages

Finger: 1 Finger: 2 Finger: 3 Finger: 4
string: @ String: @ String: @ String: @
ONOMORO) @ e 0 O @ e 0 O @ e 0 O
9 . lee | 9 S X
: 9 R LN :

@ | ) 0 @ | 100

) e . | 100 @

? o Llel e . lle

c ‘ c c c

[ ) ®
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One Octave Scale

Dinirirbied Slapes

Finger: 1 Finger: 2 Finger: 3,4
string: ® String: @ String: ®
ONOMORO) @ e 0 O @ e 0 O
1o | ®* (e
: . l12e | ®
|12 ® Lee
c * o0 o
119 - ® 0o
®

QUICKSTART - Scale Fingerings for Ukulele /\/) ]




12 QUICKSTART - Scale Fingerings for Ukulele /\/)




Dinirisled Scale Clond Clant

The Diminished scale can be used over the following chords.

Scale Chords
Key

c |c° c7
G |G G7
D | D° D7
A | A A7
E | E° E7
B | B B7
gt | g phoy
ct | cte cttoy
F | FP  F°7
Bb | Bbe Bbe7
Eb | Ebe  EDbe7
Ab | pAbe  Abe7
pb | pbe pbe7
Gb | gb  Gbe7

cb | cb cbey
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The Diminished Scale scale is a symmetrical scale with a repeating pattern of whole
steps and half steps from the previous. You need three Diminished scales to cover all 15
keys.

1) CD Eb F Gb A Bbb Cb C’
2) Db Eb Fb G Abb Bbb Cbb Db’
S)DEFGAbBbCbDbD’
Based on the major scale the Diminished Scale contains the following scale degrees:

12b34b56bb7hb88

The theoretically correct spelling of the scales are shown. However enharmonic note
names can be used too make it a little easier to remember. Or simply the repeating whole
step and half step pattern.

The diminished scale words over a diminished or diminished seventh chords with the
same root.
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