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Technique - Fretting Hand (part 2)
Advanced Drills

In the UkuleleLesson Technique - Fretting Hand you worked on 
developing finger independence with a series of graduated single 
string exercises. 

In this lesson we’ll take it one step further by expanding the single 
string drills to multiple strings.

Finger Names and Numbers

Here is a review of the finger numbers used in the UkuleleLesson.

Finger 1 is your index finger or pointer finger 
Finger 2 is your middle finger 
Finger 3 is your ring finger 
Finger 4 is your pinky finger

2, 3 and 4 Note Gymnastics
By moving one of the notes (fingers) to a next higher string 
more challenging exercises and increased finger independence 
can be achieved. 

Here the below model shows the moving of the second note to the 
next higher, adjacent string.
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Adjacent String-Two Note Model

ÿďThings to Watch for...

See the first lessons in this series.
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See the UkuleleLesson The Picking, Fingerpicking and Strumming Hand  
for information and exercises.
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All Possible Two Finger Combinations

There are twelve possible two finger combinations. These can be played using the Adjacent 
String-Two Note Model shown below starting on any fret.
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1 2 (Above model)	 2 3	 2 1	 3 2	

1 3	 2 4	 3 1	 4 2

1 4	 3 4	 4 1	 4 3

All Possible Three Finger Combinations

There are 24 possible 3 finger combinations.
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123	 231	 213	 321	

124	 234	 214	 324

132	 241	 312	 421

134	 243	 314	 423

142	 341	 412	 431

143	 342	 413	 432	
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All Possible Four Finger Combinations

There are 24 possible 4 finger combinations.
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1234	 2341	 2134	 3241

1243	 2314	 2143	 3214

1341	 2413	 3124	 4213

1324	 2431	 3142	 4231

1423	 3412	 4123	 4312

1432	 3421	 4132	 4321

Some finger combinations will be harder than others. Keep track of the tougher ones and those 
are the ones to focus on. All four fingers need to be developed equally and function independently.

Other Possibilities

Move the first, third, or fourth notes to the next higher string. 

Move more than one note to the next higher string..

Skip a string.




