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A Guide to Blues Chords Progressions for Ukulele A to Z is organized to cover the following four chord 
categories on the ukulele.

The Blues are at the heart of all American music. It has influenced Country, Rock, Folk, Jazz, Bluegrass 
and just about every form of American music we listen to today.

Studying the blues chord progressions presented in this book will open a wealth of creative possibilities 
for exploring chord progressions in all styles of music, not just blues.

The volume covers the key of C major and C minor, including detailed accompanying text explaining 
the principles behind each progression and the chord substitutions.

MP3 Audio examples of each progression is available online at:

www.curtsheller.com/books/AGCPB1UKE.shtml

MORE EXAMPLES AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
www.curtsheller.com/books/AGCPB1UKE.shtml

FHAGCPB1UKE.20070806.1.0
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Expansion

 Original chord remains plus the substitute in the same time frame.

Superimposable 

Upper partials (9, 11 and 13) can be used as a direct substitute without changing 
the scale that would be used to create melodies or improvise. 

Superimposable substitutions are direct substitutions, either replacing or 
expanding the existing chord. 
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The Minor Third Substitution Principle

The Minor Third Substitution Principle states that a chord, ANY type, whose 
roots are 1 1/2 steps (a minor third) apart can substitute for each other. The most 
common chord type are 7th chords. These chords can are often preceded by their II 
chords.   

Example Key of C

V --> bVII7--> bII7--> III7

 G7  --> Bb7 --> Db7 --> Fb7 (E7)
  Fm7 Bb7 | |

  IVm7 Abm7 Db7 | 

   bVIm7 Bm7 E7

    VIIm7

bVII7

At times only the II of the bVII chord (IVm7 or IVm6) is used. This is often 
referred to as a Backdoor substitution, due how the resolution to the I chord is 
approached from the bVII7 chord.
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Example H
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Linking Substitution - Example H

Example G on page 28 used a II V of IV Secondary Dominant linking substitution. This 
same substitution principle can be applied to measure eight and eleven using the Secondary 
Dominant V of II.

TRACK
H  C7     F7     C7     Gm7  C7 

|| / / / / | / / / / | / / / / | / / / / |
 I7  IV7  I7  ( II V of IV )
       

  F7          C7     A7  

| / / / / | / / / / | / / / / | / / / / | 
 IV7    I  VI7
       ( V of II)
 

 Dm7     G7     C7  A7   Dm7  G7 

| / / / / | / / / / | / / / / | / / / / ||
 II  V  I7 VI7 II V
      ( V of II )




